
Conduct Alert System

Classroom Discipline Plan

Purpose:

The conduct alert system allows for teachers to redirect students in a non-threatening way that makes the

student accountable for his/her own behavior. It also allows the teacher to maintain instructional momentum

while simultaneously attending to minor student disruptions. Over time it can reduce the number of behavior

interruptions that hinder the learning of students in the classroom.

Objective:

To provide students a nonverbal signal to get back on track with the lesson being taught and cease

disruptions to other students within the classroom.

Reasons for Giving an Alert:

ł Talking when suppose to be listening

ł Disturbing other students in the class during instruction or work time

ł Not following directions or classroom procedures

ł Gum, candy or eating snacks without permission

Directions for Utilizing the Alert System:

Say for instance a student in displaying one or many of the behaviors listed above:

1. While continuing your lesson, silently place an alert on the student’s desk. At this time the student

does not fill out the alert. Simply walk away and monitor the student’s behavior.

2.    A. If the student corrects his/her behavior for the remaining time in class, there is no reprimand or

penalty given. The student will simply return the blank conduct alert to you. At this time, it would be

most effective if you had a short discussion about the behavior that was displayed during class. Give

praise to the student for correcting his/her behavior and getting back on track with the lesson.

         B.  If the student does not correct his/her behavior, circulate back to this student and tap on the

alert or instruct the student to fill out the alert. The key is to be as nonverbal as possible to eliminate

confrontation. At this time the student must reflect on what he/she was doing wrong and what they

should have been doing instead. Once completely filled out, the teacher will collect the alert. This

would be student’s 1st Alert.  Make sure that you touch base with this student at some point during the

remaining part of class or day to discuss the non-desired behavior that he/she displayed in class. This

is best done when the student is not around his/her peers.

Conduct Alert Schedule:

Placing the alert on the student’s desk is a warning and a cue for the student to correct his/her behavior. It’s

only an official alert if the student has to fill it out and return it to the teacher.

1st Alert: Warning and Conference with Student

2nd Alert: Lunch Detention and a Phone Call Home

3rd Alert: Minor Infraction and a Phone Call Home by Teacher or Administrator

If the student argues or creates more of a disruption upon receiving an alert on their desk, the student

escalates up the scale to a minor infraction or may even need to be removed from the classroom.

Keys to Success:

ł Remember that this system is to encourage the student to be the one to correct his/her behavior

ł When introducing this to your students as a new plan, take the time to roll play several scenarios so

the students have a clear understanding of your expectations. Be sure students understand the

S. Richards



ramifications of arguing and becoming more of a disruption when presented an alert.

ł Be as nonverbal as possible when utilizing the alert system. The student has already disrupted your

instruction and the class, so don’t become another factor that continues this disruption.

ł Do not use the alerts in a threatening way. For instance, do not say to a student, “If you don’t stop,

you’re going to get a conduct alert”. Simply place the alert on the student’s desk and put the

responsibility on the student to correct his/her behavior.

ł Do not hand out more than 5 alerts in one class period. If this many students are a disruption, take a

look at the structure of your lesson and determine if you may be contributing to the non-desired

behaviors.

ł Usually singling out one or two students will send the message to the other students what behaviors

are acceptable and which ones are not acceptable.

ł Be consistent!

Documenting Alerts:

Have a blank class roster or seating chart to record the date and reason for each alert. Place the completed

alerts in the student’s individual file or the team files for each student. These become very effective during

parent conferences.
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A possible key would be:

W - Alert Warning

A1 – Alert 1

G – Gum

T – Talking

D – Disruption

DR – Disrespectful

OS – Out of Seat

Whatever you make as your key, make it work for you. This is simply a means of documentation so you’ll know

the student’s behavioral history in your class. This will also help you stay consistent with the conduct alert

schedule.
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